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I  i 
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LETTER,  &c. 


My  Lord, 

It  is   the  way  of  the  world 
to  beftow  favours   more  liberally  on  thofe 
who  do    not,  than  on  thofe  who    do,  want 
them.      Nor   is     this    univerfally    acknow- 
ledged propenfion,    when   fairly    canvafTed, 
fo  very  illaudible  as  it  feems  at  firft  blufli. 
Poifeflions,   of  whatever  kind,  muft  always 
imply  a  prefumption,  at  leaft,   of  fome  fort 
of  merit.     From  the  moft  fordid  crumcnal, 
to  the  nobleft  literary  and  fenatorial  acquire- 
ments,   we  may   trace    in   the  poffeflbrs    a 
%rit,  or  habit,  beneficial  to  the  publick; 

for 
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for  the  publick  fubfifts  by  the  labours  and 
exertions  of  its  individuals.  The  poflcf- 
for  of  the  greater  proportion  of  talents  has 
,  even  the  exprefs  fanttion  of  heaven  for  the 
acquifition  of  more  :  while  the  dull  for- 
lorn wretch,  whofe  indolence  and  igno- 
rance have  either  difllpated  his  (lore,  or 
preferved  barely  the  poor  pittance  which 
nature  had  granted,  without  fruit  or  in- 
creafe,  is  defervedly  ftript  of  even  that 
which  he  hath. 


-^ 


Prompted  by  this  principle,  I  prefumc 
to  addrefs  a  few  fcattcred  th9ughts,  (merit- 
ing notice,  or  not,  as  your  j\idgment  will 
detei  mine,)  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  relation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
to  your  Lordfhip,  as  the  man  perhaps  in 
the  world  who  want  advice  and  informa- 
tion on  this  topick  the  kaft  j  but  who,  at 
the  fame  time,  from  principle,  ability,  and 
ftation,  can  make  the  beft  ufe,  and  the 
moft  falutary  for  your  country,  of  the 
fmalleft  mite  thrown  into  that  treafure  of 
commercial  and  political  knowledge,  which 

by 
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by  attention  and  experience  you  liave  accu- 
mulated already. 


THE  grand  queflion  refpedling  a  par- 
liamentary taxation  of  our  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica   has   been    aptly  and  generally  divi- 
ded into  two  parts }    the  one   relative  to 
the  Right  of  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Bri- 
tain   to    impofe  taxes   upon   them  at  any 
time  whatever,   the  other   relative   to  the 
Expediency  of  exercifing  fuch  Right  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture.     The  legiflative  Right 
of  this   kingdom   over  every  molt  diftant 
parcel   of   the  Britifli  empire,   though  fo- 
lemnly   affirmed   by   a  declaration    of  the 
higheft,   and   moft    authoritative  nature,   is 
ftill  doubted  by  many,   who  fcruple,  not  to 
cxprefs  their  don'-s  in  ftrong  terms.     The 
Expediency   of    exercifing    fuch  Right    at 
prefent,  by  levying  a  tax  on  the  American 
Colonies,  has,  after  long  debate,  been  de- 
termined  in  the  negative  by  the  fupreme 
legiflature. 


Upo:^ 
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Upon  this  (late  of  the  cafe,  both  quc- 
ilions  are,  in  my  opinion,  ilill  open  to 
difcuflion.  The  former,  becaufe  many 
men  may  lend  a  patient  ear  to  private  rea- 
foii,  which  offers  itfelf  with  the  concilia- 
ting air  of  equality,  who  revolt  at  once 
from  the  authol-ity  of  parliamentary  deci- 
fion :  and  it  is  furely  more  eligible  to  con- 
vince than  to  compel.  Compulfion  ex- 
tends only  to  ads,  not  to  thoughts:  and 
fuch  thoughts  as  the  people  of  this  country 
entertain,  it  -would  be  extremely  difficult, 
nor  is  it  defireable,  to  prevent  their  ex- 
prefling.  They  are  a  generous  fpirited 
people,  fond  of  freedom  to  enthufiafin,  and 
would  maintain  that  of  others  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  own ;  but,  I  hope,  not  madly 
at  the  certain  lofs  of  it. 


The  latter  queftion,  that,  I  mean,  of 
Expediency,  is  ftill  open  to  difcuffion ;  be- 
caufe, from  its  nature,  it  can  admit  of 
no  more  than  a  temporary  determination. 
What  is  not  expedient  to-day  may  become 
fo  to-morrow,  but  natural  rights  are  of 
ftablc    duration.      Thu^   the    Expediency 

muft 
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muft  ever  be  free  ta  debate ;  the  Right  only 
fo  far  as  may  tend  to  convince  the  preju- 
diced and  uninformed. 


The  two  queftions  feem  to  me,  in  ma- 
ny points  of  view,  fo  clofely,  and,  I  may  fay, 
cunningly,  interwoven  together,  that  the 
fame  thread  of  argument  fuits  the  texture  of 
both.  Though  the  divifion,  therefore,  be 
clear,  I  profefs  not  to  treat  them  always  as 
feparate,  but  to  blend,  or  diftinguirti,  as 
occafion  may  requi? 


ire. 


A  T  the  iiead  of  that  army,  which  often- 
fibly  ranges  itfelf  under  the  banners  of  li- 
b  ty,  there  proudly  fteps  forth  a  gigantic!: 
phantom,  plumed  with  the  arrogance  of 
imaginary  vigour,  who  hurls  defiance 
againft  all  opponents,  himfelf  truly  invul- 
nerable, becaufe  a  mere  goblin  of  air, 
I  mean  the  monftrous  idea  of  a  Firtual 
Reprefentation.  Grant  this  phantom,  for 
one  momert,  a  poffible  exiftence,  and  he 
militates  equally,  in  the  prefent  conteft, 
for  Great  Britain,    and   her  Colonies.      If 

»  he 
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he  makes  but  one  ftep  from  Manchefter 
to  London,  he  may  as  eafily  ftride  Colof- 
fus-Hke  acrofs  the  Atlantick.  If  any  one 
town  in  England  be  but  virtually  repre- 
fented,  her  Colonies  have  furely  no  good 
caufe  to  murmur,  if  they  be  included  with- 
in the  farne  predicament.  So  that  all  the 
boafled  reafoning  that  Eloquence  has  drawn 
from  the  ftrange  propofition  of  a  Virtual 
Reprefentation  labours  obvioufly  under  the 
fatal  objedion  of  proving  too  much  — a  fa- 
tality attendant  upon  almoft  every  argu- 
ment worth  a  moment's  confideration,  which 
the  Advocates  of  America  have  lately  ad- 
duced. 


Suppose,  my  Lord,  two  fober  and  fen- 
fible  men,  the  one  an  Englifliman,  the 
other  a  Colonift,  fat  down  to  reafon  toge- 
ther, coolly  and  deliberately,  on  the  po- 
pular fubjedt  of  an  American  taxation  by  a 
Britifh  legiflatnre.  As  to  the  point  of  Ex- 
pediency, it  is  pretty  clear,  I  think,  and 
certain,  they  can  never  agree.  Wav- 
ing other  confiderations,   this  fingle  bar  to 

harmony 
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harmony  will  keep  them  always  at  vari- 
ance :  namely,  tne  good  Englifliman,  with 
all  his  generofity,  having  a  rooted  averfion 
to  the  payment  of  (eo  nomine)  Taxes,  will 
ever  think  it  expedient,  if  he  be  fatisfie^ 
of  his  Right,  to  lighten  his  own  burden, 
by  laying  a  part  of  it  on  American  fhoul- 
ders ;  an  idea  of  Eyediency,  to  which  the 
fpirited  Colonill  can  jever  fubfcribe,  while 
he  preferves  that  defire,  fo  natural  to  man, 
of  chufing  rather  to  difpofe  of  his  property 
himfelf,  than  fufFer  it  to  lie  at  the  dilpofal 
of  another. 


The  Right,  however,  opens  a  more 
ample  field  of  argument-  the  reafoning  on 
it  is  more  abftra6ted,  and  comes  not  home 
fo  foon  or'  fo  clofely  to  the  Individual.  1 
can  well  conceive  the  Englifhman,  upon 
general  theoretical  notions  of  Liberty,  to 
whofe  caufe  he  is  always  fo  warmly  at- 
tached, upon  notions  of  Equality  amongft 
all  the  fons  of  men,  very  fine  in  fpecula- 
tion,  and  very  falfe  in  faft,  I  can  conceive 
him^  I  fay,  on  the  naked  queftion  of  Right, 

B  2  to 
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to  be  led  away  by  plaufible  and  concilia- 
tory propofitions,  prefled  much  more  ftrong- 
ly  upon  his  heart  than  his  head,  offered, 
not  to  the  man's  reafon,  but  rather  to  the 
man,  rendered  pleafingly  infidious  by  com- 
pliments artfully  paid  to  the  glorious  ftrug- 
gles  of  Englilhmen  in  all  ages  for  Liberty, 
J  can  conceive  him  fo  enraptured  with  this 
Dulcinea  of  his  imagination,  as  to  facrifice 
his  fenfes  at  her  vifionary  fhrine,  and  while 
he  combats  aerial  caftles  for  her  honour, 
to  defert  his  patrimony,  and  abdicate  his 
birthright. -^But,  my  Lord,  I  afk  par- 
don: I  had  forgot  that  my  Engl  ifliman  was 
a  man  of  calmnefs  and  good  fenfe.  He 
fets  a  juft  and  true  value  on  his  birthright ; 
and,  although  not  abfolutely  predetermined 
on  the  quellion,  refolves  to  be  on  his  guard 
againft  the  fophiftry  of  his  antagonift,  whofe 
I  intereft  he  fees  deeply  concerned  in  the 
iffue. 

''     But,   before    my  two    champions  enter 

f^the  lifts  of  debate,   give  me  leave  to  fhew 

fhat,   in  the  topick   of  Right,  as  I   have 

already 
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already  endeavoured  to  demonftratc  that 
they  may  agree,  by  the  Briton's  attach- 
ment to  the  Siren  Song  of  falfe  Liberty, 
fo  their  fentiments  may  likewife  be  brought 
to  coincide,  by  a  conceflion  of  the  Right 
on  the  part  of  the  Colonift.  But  fuch 
conceflion  would  be  temporary  and  delu- 
five,  not  flowing  from  convidtion,  but  ex- 
torted by  fear.  The  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain might  jufl:ly  alarm  :  Oppofition,  it 
might  be  apprehended,  would  irritate  and 
inflame  :  an  infolent  or  obfl:inate  denial  of 
the  Right  might  provolce  a  fudden  exer- 
tion of  Power  to  enforce  it.  Policy  would 
fuggefl:  that  the  felf-lame  arguments,  which 
at  this  day  fupport  Colonical  Independence, 
might  be  urged  with  far  greater  fecurity 
and  efficacy,  when  their  numbers  are  be- 
come double,  and  when  their  wealth  is 
augmented  in,  perhaps,  a  tenfold  propor- 
tion, chiefly  by  means  of  the  lupinenefs 
of  Britain,  in  refl:ing  fatisfied  with  empty 
declarations  of  one  of  her  moft  important 
and  eflential  Rights;  which,  if  not  fpee- 
dily  and  efficiently  aflerted,  will  foon  found 

as 
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as  ridiculous,  as  the  Cham  of  Tartary's  gra- 
cious permiflion  to  the  potentates  of  the  earth 
to  fit  down  to  their  dinners. 


Thus,  I  fay,  my  Lord,  it  is  poffible 
that,  on  the  topick  of  Right,  the  Briton 
and  the  Colonift  may  fmoke  the  calumet 
of  peace  :  with  only  this  difference  refpec^- 
ing  their  motives that,  if  the  agree- 
ment arifes  from  the  Briton's  acceding  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  Colonift,  and  4if- 
claiming  his  fupreniacy  as  incompatible 
with  freedom,  he  ads  from  the  benevo- 
lent fimplicity  of  his  heart,  and  the  coin- 
cidence of  opinion  is  cordial  and  fincere. 
If  this  agreeable  concurrence,  on  the  other 
hand,  fhould  fpring  from  a  conceiTion  on 
the  part  of  the  American,  fuch  acquief- 
cence  is  politick,  temporary,  and  delu- 
five,  calculated  merely  to  amufe,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  dreaded  exertion  of  power,  till 
ftrength  be  acquired  to  fupport  argument 
with  force. 


But 
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But  my  two  fober  Difputants,  whom, 
as  men  of  my  own  creation,  I  have  a  right 
to  model  according  to  my  fancy,  (hall 
bring  no  other  weapon  into  the  field  of  ra- 
tiocination than  plain  good  fenfe,  fupport- 
ed  by  a  general  information  as  to  fa<5ls, 
and  a  tolerable  infight  into  the  topicks  of 
argument.  To  make  them  Men,  each 
muft  have  his  foible  :  it  (hall  be  an  amiable 
one,  and  the  fame  in  both  —namely,  a 
tender  prediledtion  for  the  countries  which 
refpedively  gave  them  birth,  implanted 
deeply  by  nature  in  the  bofom  of  each, 
and  branching  out  imperceptibly  under 
cover  of  their  reafonings,  but  not  with 
fuch  preflTure  as  to  diminifli  their  force. 

It  is  not  my  intent  to  frame  a  regular 
colloquy,  or  to  embarrafs  the  difcourfe  by 
marking  precifely  every  anfwer  and  reply. 
Let  us  fuppofe  the  firft  forms  of  difputa- 
tion  adjufled  ;  let  us  pafs  over  each  previous 
queftion  in  filence ;  let  us  endavour,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  to  lay  hold  on  the  point. 
It  is  urged   by   the  American,     with  great 

plaufi- 
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plaufibility,  and  with  a  glow  of  eloquence, 
which  even  the  femblance  of  Liberty  al- 
ways infpires,  (but  which,  to  avoid  the 
tranfgreflion  of  epiftolary  limits,  it  is  my 
duty  to  reftrain,)  that  Man  has  no  native 
fuperiority  over  Man ;  that,  not  only  by 
virtue  of  this  general  principle,  but  by 
virtue  of  the  moft  exprefs  and  particular 
ftipulations,  an  Englifhman  can  claim  no 
fuperiority  over  an  American,  except  that 
of  a  Father  over  a  Son  at  full  age,  which, 
if  circumftances  are  eafy  *,  amounts  to  no- 
thing more  than  a  claim  of  honour  and  re- 
fpeft  i  that  fuch  homage  the  Americans 
are  very  willing  to  pay  ;  that  in  the  pay- 
ment of  fuch  honmage  they  have  never  yet 
been  deficient  ;  that  they  have  proceeded 
much  farther,  and,  as  became  children 
zealoufly  devoted  to  their,  duty,  have  la- 
vifhed  their  blood  and  treafure  in  the 
quarrels  of  that  parent,  who  now  fecks  to 
opprefs  them  ;  that  they  are  ftill  ready  to 
expend  their  treafure  to  the  laft  mite,  and 

*  Eafy,  I  mean,  on  the  part  of  the  Father. 

their 
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their  blbod  to  the  laft'  drop,  in  defence  and 
fup^rt  of  the  rights    of  their  parent ;  but 
that,  while  they  remain  free,  the  mode  of 
exertion  muft  be  left  to  themfelves;   that 
they    themfelves   are   the    only    competent 
judges  of  the  ftrength  of  their  own  finews  j 
that  they  are  freeborn  Britons,  as   the  De- 
fcendants  of  Britons,  and    have   ne^r  yet 
forfeited  or  impaired  their   title  to  the  glo- 
rious immunities  and    privileges    of   their 
Anceftors,  but  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their 
condtift     have      rather   ftrengthened   their 
claim  J   that  the  volatile    fpirit   of  Erglifli 
Liberty  transfufes  its  facred  flam^  through 
every  remoteft  branch  of  the  Empire    of 
Great  Britain  j  that   Property  is    inviolable 
under  the  influence  of  that  fpirit ;  that  an 
extortion  of  money  from  the  meaneft  indivi- 
dual by  colour  of  law  would  be  liich  a  fatal 
violation   of  Property,  as  muft   wound  the 
very  vitals  of  the  whole  colledive  fyftemj 
that,  fuch    extortion    means   nothing    more 
than   a   taking  of   it  from  the    individual, 
without    his    exprefs  or    implied,   without 
his'  actual,  or  at  leaft  his  virtual    confent ; 

C  that 
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that     external     prohibitions  or   reftri(SHons 
upon  commerce  may  be  vindicated  by  the 
extent  of  the  naval  pow^er  of  Great   Britain, 
by  her  confeHedly  paramount   dominion   at 
fea,    but  that   internal   taxation    refts   on   a 
quite  different  bafis ;    that  the  levying  tax- 
es in  America  by   the  fole  authority  of  a 
Britiflr  legiflature,     whereof  America   con- 
llitutes   not   one  fingle   member,  would  be 
the    groflfeft  violation  of  American  Proper- 
ty  ;   that  Taxation   and  Reprefentation  muft 
ever  go  hand   in  hand ;   that  all  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Britain  are  either  adlually  or  vir- 
tually reprefented     in    the    Britifh   Senate, 
but   not  one  fingle   inhabitant   of    America 
bears,  as   an  American,    the  minuted  part 
in  either  fuch  actual  or  virtual  reprefenta- 
tion;  that  ^  the  Colonies   in    fadt   have    Af- 
femblies  of  their  own,  conftituted  in  every 
refpedl   like   the    Britifh    Parliament,    and 
fully   adequate  to  every  purpofe  of  taxation 
amongft    themfelves ;     that    thofe     Aflem- 
blies  are  the  only  power  which  can  or  ought 
to    tax    them ;   that   thefe    principles   and 
fentiments  are    not   the    luxuriant  growth 

of 
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of  American  opulence  and  wantonnefs, 
now  fadioufly  aiming  at  a  novel  indepen- 
dence, but  were  imported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain by  their  Britilh  Anceftors,  who  brought 
along  with  them  into  thofe  inhofpitable 
wilds  the  fpirit  of  the  Law  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  their  Country,  which  have  been  at 
various  times,  then  and  fince,  confirmed 
to  them,  by  the  fame  high  fan<5lion,  which 
ftamps  the  Fiat  on  eyery  Britilh  Ad  of 
Parliament,  namely,  by  the  fanftion  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain. 


u 

.< 


I  HOPE,  my  Lord,  I  have  not  been  a, 
piggard  to  my  Colonift  :  if  his  bed  reafon- 
ing  proves  defective,  he  muft  blame  the 
Vi^eaknefs  of  his  caufe :  if  I  have  not  pla^ 
ced  it  in  its  fulleft  light,  it  was  no  error 
of  intention :  if  I  have  been  deficient  in 
my  reprefentation  of  it,  I  muft  take  fhamc 
to  the  imbecillity  of  my  own  undcrftand- 
ing,  which,  I  fairly  acknowledge,  did  for 
fome  time  acquiefce  under  the  weight  of 
thofe  very  arguments,  which  I  now  have 
urged  freely,  though  concifely,  for  him. 
C  2  Attention 
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Attention  and  deliberation  have  changed 
my  opinion :  and,  to  vary  my  ftyle,  and 
throw  off  the  aukwardnefs  of  a  dialogue 
in  the  third  perfon,  I  will  proceed  to  urge 
my  Englidiman's  anfwcr  as  my  own. 

Would  to  God  that  all  mankind  en- 
joyed freedom  and  happinefs,  in  the  high- 
eft,  moft  perfedt,  and  permanent  degree! 
Would  to  God  there  were  no  pain,  or  other 
evil  in  the  world!  — But  how  vain  are  fuch 
wiflies!  How  futile  are  the  dreams  of 
the  Philofopher  in  his  ftudy,  where  he 
creates  worlds  by  his  fancy,  and  models 
fyftems  by  his  caprice  — for  Rcafon,  ab- 
ftrafted  from  faft  and  experience,  will  al- 
ways degenerate  ito  fancy  and  caprice. 
Mow  long  did  the  ttaturai  world  lie  enve- 
loped in  darknefs,  while  Hypothefis  was 
deified,  and  Experiment  defpifcd!  while 
the  reins  hung  loofe  about  the  neck  of 
Teafon,  and  FacSl  was  trampled  upon,  as 
unworthy  of  regard !  — Reafoning  4  priori 
is  in  every  refpeft  as  falfe,  and  leads  as 
certainly  to  error,   in  the  moral,  and  poli- 
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tical,  as  it  is  now  univerfally  confcffed  that 
it  did,  for  a  feries  of  ages,  in  the  natural 
world.      There   are,    indeed,    in    Ethicka, 
as   well  as    in  Phyficks,    and    likewife    in 
Politicks,  as  well  as  in  both,  certain  grand 
firft  principles,  which  ferve  as   polar  ftars, 
to   give  light    and   diredion    for    the  diC- 
covery  of  the   true  fyftem  :  but,  though  wc 
take  them  as  guides,  they  are  by  no  means 
the    fources  whence  our  reafonings  (hould 
^pyy.    The  tendency  of  argument   fhould 
be  upwards  to  therp  frpm  fadts,  not  down 
yiTftrds   from  ^hem  at  random.      The  rays 
pf  ratiocinatlpn  fhov^ld  arife  feverally  from 
jthe   (pattered    multitude     of  experiments, 
apd  ^cn  in  tjieir   progrefs  qpnverge    to    a 
ppipt ;  l?ut,  if  tljiey  are  forced  abfurdly  to 
dart  frpm  ,tha,t  ppint  towards  which    they 
^opl(^  tend,  diverging  thrpugh  their  whole 
jcpurfe,  ,thcy  will  dii^ipate  their  luftre,  nor 
preferve    fvifficieut     j:ad;ance,    when    they 
liaye  rea,ched  the  %her,e  of  reality,  to  elu- 
cidiate  a  fingle  fad^  w^ich  experience  offers 
%Q  our  yie\jir. -Such  has  been  the  fate  of 

*U  Hyppthjetical,  Pktonick,    and   Utopian 
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fyftems !   fuch  mud  ever  be  their  fate,  till 

Man  advances    to    perfedion a  period, 

indeed,  mod  devoutly  to  be  wiQied  j  but, 
if  v/e  may  judge  from  the  pad,  and,  I  fear 
I  may  add  with  ftrid  truth,  from  the  pre- 
fent,  not  likely  to  be  accomplilhed,  at  leaft 
in  our  time. 


Thf-  fubordination  of  Colonies,  wherever 
planted,  to  their  Mother  Country,  is  as 
univerfally  acknowledged,  as  it  is  varioufly 
defined.  To  argue  from  experience,  as 
well  as  from  reaibn,  we  muft  prefume  that 
every  fuch  eftablifhed  fubordination  par- 
takes in  nature,  as  well  as  in  degree,  of 
the  conftitution  of  that  particular  Country, 
from  which  the  Colony  that  owns  it  took 
its  rife.  The  Colonies  of  monarchical  and 
ariftocratical  Defpotifm,  will  in  vain  figh 
for  freedom,  while  they  pay  hom.-'we  to 
their  Parent  j  the  Colonies  of  ever\'  ^-fvn- 
lar,  mixed,  and  free  Governme  \  yet. 
ferving  their  duty,  have  a  right  to  be  free, 
A  fudden  fit  of  phrenzy,  though  mifchiev- 
ous,   mciy  be  pardoned.    But    fliould   fuch 

free 
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free   Colonies,    with  deliberation    and   ptr- 
feverance,    make    riotous,    tumultuous,    or 
rebellious  oppofition   to  tlie  legal  appoint- 
ments of  that  power  whence  they   ipnmg^ 
it    might    become    neceflary,  perhaps,    not 
only  to  reduce  them,  by  compulfory  mea- 
fures,  to  a  juft  fenfe,  or  at  leaft  an  oftcn- 
fible  pradice  of  duty  ;  but  by  bindin  ^,  their 
hands,  to  fecure  the  Parent  from  a  repeti- 
tion   of  outrage.      Th\is,  I   truft,    it  will 
clearly  and  readily  be  granted,  that  no  Co- 
lony can  ever  pretend  to  a  greater  propor- 
tion   of   liberty,   than    the  Country    from 
which  it  derives  exiftence  enjoys,  while  it 
continues  to  profefs  a  duty  to  that  Cour- 
try ;  and  that  every  Colony   is  liable,  by  a 
grofs  and  flagrant  abufe  of  indulgence,   to 
a    reduction    below    the    fixed   ftandard  of 
liberty,     as   primarily    and    conftitutionally 
eredted  by  law. 


I   AM  well  aware  that,  on  a  larger   fcale 
of  abftrad    reafoning,    All  Men  are  at  all 

times  univerfally   free. But    the   laws  of 

Nature    are  applicable    only    to    its   (late. 

Its 
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Its  (late,  and  its  laws  have  been  fotirld  alike 
inconvenient.  Mankind,  in  exa(5l  proportion* 
to  their  civilization,  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  earth,  have  abrogated  both,  and  fubfti- 
tuted  others  at  difcretion  in  their  room. 
The  particular  exigencies  of  every  Society, 
as  from  time  to  time  they  arofe,  and  the 
operation  of  thofe  exigencies  upon  thegfenius,- 

fpirit,  and  tender  jof  the  major  part  of  the 
members  of  every  fuch  Society,  ol-,  if  not 
dfehiocratical,  upon  its  leading  rrian,  or 
leading  men,  have  given  occafion  to  the 
framing  of  particular  ordinances,  which 
are  fo  many  encroachments  on,  or  at  leaft' 
reftridions  of,  this  univerfal  law  of  Na- 
ture, arid  upon  their  multiplication  have 
fwelled  to  a  Code,  which  becomes  the  mu- 
nicipal law;  of  the  Country,  arid  gives 
equally  the  tone  to  its  conftitution,  and  its 
manners.  It  is  thus,  in  eflfedt,  that  every 
political  flate  has  been  gradually  formed. 
Mankind  never  met  in  an  oecumenical  af. 
fembly,  either  coUedtively  in  their  perfons, 
or  virtually  by  their  rcprefentatives,  to 
make  at  once  a  grand  divifion  of  the  lands 

of 
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of  the  earth,   and  by   fuch  agrarian  law  to 
affix  permanent    boundaries  to  each  refpec- 
tive     Nation,    within    which     its    poftcrity 
Ihould   be   for  ever  inclofed.    Nor  have  the 
legal   conftitutions,    any  more  than   the   le- 
gal  limits,    of   the    feveral  Nations,    been 
fettled    at   one  aera,    and  confirmed  by  the 
fandion   of  univerfal   affent.      Both    are   in 
faft,   and   always  have  been,   in  every  part 
fubjea  to   perpetual   fluduation.      As   they 
ftand  at  the  prefent  moment,   it  is  both  our 
moral  duty,  and  our  intereft,  to  pay  them 
refpedl   and    obedience;     though   we   know 
that,   even  at  the  very  next  moment,  they 
are  liable  to  every  poffible  alteration,   from 
that   fupreme   legiflative   power,    which   has 
gradually   gained   pre-eminence    and  afcen- 
dancy,   and  muft   be   omnipotent   in   every 
ftate.      Were   all   human   Society  by   fome 
fudden  ftroke   diflblved,    and   men  thereby 
left  free  to  form   new  aflbciations,    during 
fuch  interregnum  the  law  of  Nature  wo\ild 
rule.      But    till  that  event  happens,   it   be- 
hoves us   to  fubmic    to  the   regulations  of 
that  country,   where    we   chufe  or   chance 

D  to 
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to  refide,  as  we  find  thofe  regulations  al- 
ready eftablifhed.     Reformation,  where  re- 
quifite,    muft   be  of  gradual   growth,    and 
abufes,  as  they  arofe,  be  removed,  by  de- 
grees.     The     Supreme    Legiflature    alone 
can   be    the    Reformer    of    political   evils. 
Individuals  may  addrefs,   remonftrate,  and 
complain;  but   are  bound  to  obey,  till  the 
Supreme  Power  grants  redrefs.      An   efta- 
bliOimcnt  of  gradual  rife  is  certainly  much 
firmer,    and  probably  more  juft,  than  one 
of  fudden  creation,    however  generally   af- 
fented  to :    becaufe  the   fame  authority  that 
has  pafled  an  Aft,  can  as  readily  repeal  it^ 
but  where  time  is  zn    ingredient    in    the 
compofitbn  of  its  force,   time  fhould  Jike>% 
wife  confpire  to  work  its  diflblution.    Few 
men  are  born  to  new-model  Governments: 
All  are  born  within  the  fphcre  of  fome  par-w 
ticular   form,   to    which   they  aie  morally 
obliged   to    yield   homage    and    obedience. 
The  Freedom  of  every  man,  born   in  the 
lap  of  a  Community,  is  by  ,no  means  an 
abfolute,    unreftrained,     favage    Fr«€dom ; 
but  limited  by,   and  amendable  to,  the  laws 

of 
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of  that  Community,  wherein  he  drew  his 
firft  breath,  and  afterwards  to  the  laws  of 
fuch  other  Communities,  amongft  whom 
he  may  happen  from  time  to  time  to  refide. 
However  (hadowy  the  idea  of  a  virtual  re- 
prefentation,  every  Heir  is  the  adual  re- 
prefentative  of  his  Anceftors,  as  his  An- 
ceilors  were  by  anticipation  the  reprefjn- 
tatives  of  him.  This  is  a  Reprefcntaiiorj 
formed  by  Nature  herfelf.  As  the  Heir 
is  undoubtedly  a  part  of  his  Anceftors, 
thofe  Anceftors  were  reciprocally  fo  many 
parts  of  the  Heir :  as  they  were  his  repre- 
fentatives,  he  is  bound  by  their  ads ;  as  he 
is  their  reprefentative,  he  is  bound  to  ful- 
fill their  engagements.  , 

To  apply  to  the  fubjed  matter  this  po- 
litical dodtrine,  which  1  hold  to  be  that  of 
common  fenfe  and  experience  - —  for  I  en- 
tirely wave  the  authority  of  great  names, 
and  will  as  confidendy  undertake  to  fup- 
port  right  reafon,  found  policy,  and  truth, 
againft  a  Locke,  as  againft  a  FiLMERi 
however  confcious  of  the  weaknefs  of  my 
D  2  own 
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own  abilities,  however  refpedlable  I  think 
the  one,  however  contemptible  I  think  the 
other,  of  thofe  two  jarring  names. — 

To  apply,  I  fay,  to  the  fubjedl  matter 
this  political  doftrine,  I  will  only  beg  per- 
miffion  to  afk  a  few  queftions,  and  leave 
the  anfwers  and  their  confequences  to  can- 
dour and  common  fenfe.  Are  not 
the  Britifh  Colonifts  in  America  the  De- 
fcendants  of  Britilh  Anceftors,  and  is  not 
this  pofiulatum  the  very  foundation,  up- 
on which  they  lay  claim  to  the  immu- 
nities of  Britons  ?  Can  the  Defcendants  of 
Britifh  Anceftors,  merely  as  being  fo 
defccnded,  arrogate  to  themfelves,  by  any 
colour  of  right,  a  greater  proportion  of 
freedom,  than  ihofe  very  Anceftors  a<flu' 
ally  enjoyed,  or  than  fuch  of  the  Pofterity 
of  thofe  very  Anceftors,  as  remain  in  Great 
Britain,  now  adually  enjoy  ?  Had  any  one 
of  thofe  Anceftors,  under  whom  they  de- 
rive their  claim,  the  leaft  ftiare  in  confti- 
tuting  that  legiflature,  whofe  fupremacy 
he  was  bound  in  all  things  to  obey,  unlefs 

as 
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as  a  Freeholder  of  lands  or  tenements  in 
Great  Britain,  or  as  a  Freeman  of  fome 
corporate  town  within  the  reahn  ?  Have 
the  Pofterity  of  thofe  Anceftors,  ftill  re- 
maining in  Britain,  any  fhare  in  confti- 
tuting  the  fupreme  legiflature,  unlefs  as 
fuch  Freeholders,  or  as  fuch  Freemen? 
Have  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  any  adlual  (hare  in  confti- 
tuting  the  fupreme  legiflature?  Are  not 
all,  however,  bound  to  obey  its  power, 
equally  with  thofe  who  are  its  adlual  con- 
ftituents?  Will  the  Colonifts,  by  obey- 
ing the  legiflature  of  Britain,  be  one  jot  lefs 
free  than  thofe  of  her  fons  who  have  no 
fhare  in  conftituting  it?  Have  the  money- 
ed men  of  Great  Britain,  merely  as  money- 
ed men,  the  copyholders,  as  copyholders, 
or  leflees  for  years,  as  leflees  for  years,  the 
leafl:  fliare  in  conftituting  the  fupreme  le- 
giflature, any  more  than  the  Colonifts 
have,  as  Colonifts  ?  May  not  all  thofe  per- 
fons,  however,  by  becoming  Freeholders 
of  lands  or  tenements,  or  Freemen  of  cor- 
porations 
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porations  within  the  realm  of  Great  Bri- 
uin,  acquire  a  right  to  be  conftituents  of 
the  Jegiflature,  and  may  not  the  Colonifts 
acquire  the  fame  right,  precifely  by  the 
fame  means  ?  Are  not  Rcprcfentative  and 
Conftituent  relative  terms?  Can  I  have  a 
Reprefentative,  unlefa  I  am  t  Conftituent? 
Though  pofTefled  of  every  million  accumu- 
lated in  the  funds,  though  tenant  by  copy 
of  all  the  lands  in  England  which  are  held 
by  fuch  tenure,  though  leflTee  for  a  term  of 
ninety-nine  years  of  every  acre  which  may 
be  fo  lett,  am  1,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
an  immenfe  raafs  of  property,  a  Conftitu- 
ent of  the  Icgiflature  in  the  minuteft  de- 
gree ?  Have  I  a  Reprefentative  ?  Yet  do  I 
not  pay  taxes?  Do  Taxation  and  Repfe- 
fcntation  then  go  hand  in  hand?  Am  I  not 
taxed  by  the  Legiflature,  though  I  have  no 
Reprefentative?  Is  not  then  the  boafted 
infeparable  alliance  between  Taxation  and 
Reprefentation  founded  on  fi(Slion,  and 
overthrown  by  fadl  ?  Are  not  Taxation 
and    Legislation    the    truly   infeparable 

allies  ? 
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allies  ?    Do  not  the  Colonifts  acquiefce  un- 
der reftriaions  upon  their  commerce,    and 
a  levying  of  fuch  duties  as  they  call  exter- 
nal  taxes,    by  the  fole    authority    of    the 
Britilh    Icgiflature?      Can    common    fenfe 
find   a  difference,  except  in   the  name,  be- 
tween    external      and      internal    taxation? 
Are   not   fuch  commodities  as  may  lie  in  a 
cheft  on  board   the  veflel  of  an  American 
trader,    as  much  his  property  as  the  mo- 
ney in  his  purfe  ?     Docs  it  require  a  great- 
er ftretch  of  the  arm  of  civil  power  to  take 
a  (hilling  from  the  one  than  an  ounce  from 
the  other?     Should  I  iiot  feel  as  fenfiWy 
the  lofs  of  my  cafli,    if    taken  from  my 
agent,  my  faftor,  or  tny  fervant,  as  if  ta- 
ken   immediately    from    my    own   proper 
pcrfon?— -Can  thofe  boafted  Charters,   by 
virtue   whereof    the  feveral  Colonies  claim 
a  royal  exemption  from  parliamentary  au- 
thority,   operate    one    degree   fariher  than 
the  Cb»tim  granted  by  the  Crown  to  th^ 
feveral    corporations    within    the    realm  of 
Great  Britain  ?     Are  not  the  privileges  of 

each 
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each  entirely  confined   to    the    making  of 
bye-laws,  and   the  raifing  of  duties  within 
themfelves,     to    anfwer    their   own    private 
purpofes  refpedively,   abftradted    from  fuch 
exigencies    as    regard    the    whole     publick 
weal  ?    Did    the  Crown   in   fadt   mean   to 
grant   them    larger    powers,    or    could   the 
Crown  conftitutionally    have  granted    them 
larger  powers,    had  it   meaned   fo   to  do? 
Can   the   Crown   place  a    fingle  fubjedt  of 
the   realm  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  ?  —  If  1,  as  a  money- 
ed man,  copyholder,  or   leflee,   having  no 
right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  a  member 
of  parliament,  am  yet  virtually   reprefented 
by  fuch  perfons  as  are  chofen  without  my 
concurrence,    do     not    the     Colonies    fall 
equally  within    the  imagined  line  of   fuch 
virtual  reprefentation  ?     Or  if,  (as  the  cafe 
really  ftands,)  1  am  taxed  by  the  fole  au- 
thority   of    all-ruling    Legirtation,     without 
my  having  the  fliadow  of  a  Reprefentative 
in    parliament,     fhall    I    tamely   fubmit  to 
the  payment  of  fuch  tax,   which   is  levied 
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without^    that  is,   againji  my  confent,  and 

fliall    my    American     Coufin    murmur  at 

bowing   before    the    fame    aweful    fceptre^ 

which    is    fwayed    conftitutionally    by   the 

hand  of  Siipreme  Power  over  all  his  Kinf- 

mcn  indifcriminateJy  in  tlie  Mother  Coun- 
try? 

I  MUST  afk  your  Lordfliip's   pardon,  if 
6n  fome  of  the  topicks  I  have  been  too  dif- 
fufive,   on  others  too  concife.     Yet  to  yoU, 
niy  Lord,   I  fhould  apologize  only  for  te- 
dioufnefs,    brevity  cannot  (land  in  need  of 
an  excufe ;   for,  by  neither  could  I  hope  to 
give  your  Lordfhip  information,    by  one  l 
muft  certainly  intrude  on  your  time.    But, 
in  truth,  though  I  have  chofen  to  addrefs 
myfelf  to  your  Lordfliip,  I  have  had  it  in 
view  to  write  for  the  People.     A  good  and 
free  People  are  always  worthy  of  convic- 
tion,   and    convidtion  may  flow    from  th^ 
homelieft    pen.      My   aim,    however,    has 
rather  been  to  put  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
Publick  upon  the  true  fcent  of  the  argu- 
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ment,  than  to  prefume  to  hunt  down  the 
game  for  them  myfelf. 

I  CANNOT    conclude,     without    retouch- 
ing a   point,    which   I  have  as  yet  bareiy 
glanced  at,    but  which  defcrves    the  moft 
mature  and  moft  folid  attention;    I   mean, 
the  neceflity  of  enforcing  the  right  of  the 
fupreme  legiflature   to    frame    Money-bills, 
as  well  as  other  laws,    for  America,  upon 
the  primary   grand    principle^    the   cardinal 
law  of  Nature,   Self-preservation. 
It  grieves  me  to  confider  the  interefts  of 
Britain  in  a  light  of  oppofition  to  thofe  of 
her  Colonies:    but  the  Colonies  themfelves 
extort    the   diftindion.      Are  they  not    at 
this  moment  taking  every  harlh  mcaftire, 
by    conventions,     combinations,    provincial 
compads,   and  lawlefs  afibciations  —  1  had 
almoft  added,  by  folemn  let^ues  and  cove- 
nants,   to  diftrefs   our   manufadurers,  and 
fet  up  an  avowed  Independence  for  them- 
felves ?    and  this  is  too  at  a  time  wf^n  they 
have  jufl:  received   the  tendcrefl:  proofs  of 
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parental  indulgence  !— Is  this  their  duty  " 
this  their  afFedion  ? — Is  it  not  rivalfhip 
and  oppofition  in  the  mod  rancorous  de- 
gree ? 

Ip  there  can  be  found  n  Englifhman,  (o 
unnaturally  difafteiled  to  the  Country  that 
gave  him  birrh,  as  to  applaud  thofe  efforts, 
which  aim  fhafts  at  her  vitals,  as  to  cry  out 
enthufiaftically,  Hos  utinam  inter 

Heroas  natum  telltis  me  nova  ttiliJJ'et  /— • 
in  the  name  of  God  let  him  fly  there  : 
what  (lops  his  migration  ?  Let  him  fettle 
amongfl:  his  Favourites ;  let  him  dwell 
with  his  Ek^.  But  while  he  lives  in  Old 
England,  it  is  his  intereft,  nay  more,  it  is 
his  duty,  to  view  every  thing  through  the 
mediuni  of  her  welfare  and  profperity,  and 
not  to  feek  for  new  ligbis  in  a  new  quarter 
of  the  globe. 

One  obje(5b'on  is  urged  by  fome  well- 
meaning  people,  which  I  had  like  to  have 
palled  over,  as  from  its  futility  fcarce  me- 
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rlting  a  ferious  refutation  ;    but,    as   I  re~ 
collea   to  have    heard   it  more   than  once 
much   infifted  on    by  men  of  good  hearts, 
though    but   weak    underflandings,     I     will 
give  it  an  anfwer.     Such  men   I  (hall  ever 
be  ftudious  to  fet  right,    to  the  beft  of  my 
poor  ability  and     information,     while     So- 
phiftry    deferves  only   to    be   dete^ed    and 
defpifed.     The   objeaion     is     this,     "  that 
"  the  Colonifts  muft:  either  be  Freemen  or 
**  Slaves  i    that   no  medium  can  be  found 
**  between   Freedom     and     Slavery  j     and, 
*'  confequently,  that  if  Dependence   be  en- 
"  forced  in  the  lead  degree,    the  Chains  of 
"  Slavery  are  rivetted  about  their  necks." 
This  plea  refts  foJely  on  the  infirm  bafis  of  a 
falfe  propofition  j     which    once   overturned 
the  fuperftruaure  is  demolifhed.    Freedom 
is  by  no  means  an  abfolute  idea,    but  clearly 
fufceptible  of  diminution  and  increafe  :    or 
as  the  Logicians  would  phrafe  it,   Liberias 
recipit   magis  et    minus.      To    inftante    at 
once  in     cur    own    happy     Conftiiution^ 
Sjncp  the  late   folemn  judicial    condemna- 
tion 
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tlon  of  General  Warrants,  we  are  certain- 
ly become  a  freer  people  than  we  were  be- 
fore }  yet  it  will  fcarcely  follow  that  iuch 
condemnation  formed  the  glorious  aera  of 
Bfitifh  Liberty,  and  that  till  that  propitious 
moment  every  Briiain  was  a  flave. 

Let  not  the  generous  Friends  of  Free- 
dom entertain  an  apprehenfion  that  they 
revolt  from  her  caufe,  in  reducing  within 
the  legal  bounds  of  their  natural  duty  thefe 
Mock-Champions  of  Liberty,  who  plead 
exemption  from  the  authority  of  a  popular 
legiflature,  by  a  Royal  Diploma,  by  a  Fiat 
of  One  IVIan  j  who  in  the  fame  breath 
contend  for  a  licentious  emancipation  from 
conftitutional  Government,  and  proclaim 
themfelves  Charter-formed  Creatures  of 
the  Crown  I 


Great  Britain  can  never  be  otherwife 
refpedtable,  than  as  a  centre  of  power,  be 
the  circumference  of  her  dominion  ever  fo 
widely  extended.     ..^///  Ge/ar,    aut  nullus 
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fhould  be  this  Illand's  motto.  It  is  by 
ilrength  of  conftitution,  and  policy  of  law, 
that  we  have  ri fen  above  tlie  gulph  we  were 
plunged  in  by  nature,  and  can  no  longer 
be  treated  with  contemptuous  negled,  no 
longer  be  pointed  at  as  outcafts  of  the 
world,  as  miferable  borderers  on  the  ultima 
Thuh^  as  penitus  toto  divifos  orbe  Britan- 
nos.  Our  Liberty  we  owe  to  the  virtue 
of  our  anceftors,  our  Empire  muft  be  main- 
tained by  the  virtue  of  ourfelves.  Nay, 
even  our  very  Liberty  muft  fall  with  our 
Empire,  and  I  hope  our  Exiftence  will  not 
outlaft  oOT  Liberty.  We  have  glorioufly 
defended  it  againft  the  open,  aflaults  of  fo»- 
reigti  enemies,  againft  the  undermining 
arts  of  domeftick  traytors*  And  (hall  we 
tamely  and  giufillanimoufly  fuffer  it  to  be 
wrefted  from  us,  by  a  long-cheriftied,  un- 
grateful, refradory  offspring  ?  That  we 
have  Right  td  fupport  us  has,  I  truft,  been 
demonftrated^  that  we  have  Power  to  en- 
force it,  tut  feel,  and  thty  know.  And 
fhall  we  hefkate  for  ever  upon  petty  fcru- 
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pies  of  Expedience  ? — Will  not  Obflinai 
cy  gather  ftrength  from  continued  indul- 
gence ?  Does  not  the  Offspring  of  Ame- 
rica increafe  every  day  ?  Does  not  every 
day  add  to  the  number  of  her  Ions  by 
adoption  ?  Does  not  the  vigour  of  every 
Country  fpring  immediately  from  its  po- 
pulation ?  Do  not  Freedom  and  Indepen- 
dence give  finews  to  that  vigour  ?  Are  the 
Children  of  Great  Britain  multiplied  ia 
proportion  ?  Are  her  naturalized  Renega- 
does  from  Afia,  Africa,  and  the  Conti- 
nent, at  all  comparable,  as  militants  for 
a  free  Conftitution,  to  the  genuine  nurfe- 
lings  of  thefe  Islands  of  Liberty, 
who  mi|j5ratc  to  America  by  hundreds 
every  year  ?  Have  we  purchafed  Canada  at 
the  expence  of  our  bcft  •blood  and  treafure, 
to   ferve  as  a  forge  to  prepare  chains  for 

our    pofterity  ? There    can    be    no 

doubt  but  that  the  felf-fame  fources,  which 
pour  in  riches  and  plenteoufnefs  upon  a 
Country,  if  fuffered  to  run  over,  by  their 
luxuriance  may  deftroy  it.  Our  Ameri- 
can 


(     40    ) 

can  Colonies  are  copious  fprings  of  cuf 
treafure  j  bui  Ihould  their  ftreams  over- 
flow thofe  channels  our  Supremacy  has 
prciciibftd,  they  would  deluge  that  land 
which  they  now  fertilize. 

/  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

ivith  the  greateji  RefpeSly 
EJleem,  and  Regard, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lordjhifs  moji  obedient^ 

and  moft  bumble  Jervantf 

Ceorge  Canning, 


Middle  Temple, 
March  15/*,  1768. 
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